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After the death of Mitleid, the Maneator King, Smoke and Sierra decide to strengthen their group

and form a guild, using the ruined village of Verbrannt as their base of operations. While their

newly-founded guild is preparing to face off against the Brandal forces of Duke Burmistrz, Smoke

leaves on a journey to Veneficatl valley in search of the three Witches of Wysteria, to find a cure for

Sierra's curse. Join Smoke once again as he continues to discover more of the virtual reality world

of Zectas.
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The first two books were quite good. This third installment stalls, and does not contain the story arcs

that were interesting in the first two. OK - what is lacking is the little focus on levelling up and the

over focus on actual battle scenes. There are too many and they are too long. After reading a few, I

ended up skimming the battle scenes because they are filler. Feels like the author extended the

battle scenes because he couldn't advance the story itself. The first two books focused on character

building, and character rivalries, and videos. Book three goes away from that focus. It also

introduces too many named characters, but with no back story, they end up being just flat, two



dimensional and meaningless to the reader. The author introduces something like 30 or 40

character names, but without a back story, it's a pointless diversion of attention. He had started with

a theme of three different adventurers levelling up in different ways and in different parts of the

world. The natural extension would have been to write subsequent books from each of the three

points of view either as one book each or three parts of one book. Rather, there is a pathetically

developed love story between the main character and Sierra. There is a Point of view from Sierra

which is okay, as she desires independence and has her own character development.
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